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PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 



CALIFORNIA. 



The following report of plague-prevention work in California for 
the week ended August 14, 1915, was received from Senior Surg. 
Pierce, of the United States Public Health Service, in charge of the 
work: 



San Fkancisco, Cal. 

eat proofing. 
New bufldrngs: 

Inspections of work under construction. . 81 
Basements concreted (square feet, 18,725) 20 

Floors concreted (square feet, 10,800) 4 

Yards, passageways, etc. (square feet, 

7,500) 4S 

Total area of concrete laid (square feet) . 37, C25 
Old buildings: 

Inspections made 151 

Wooden floors removed 13 

Yards and passageways, planlcing re- 
moved 6 

Cubic feet new foundation waUs installed . ] , 860 
Concrete floors installed (square feet, 
3,375) i 



Old buildings— Continued. 

Basements concreted (square feet, 17,925). 20 
Yards and passageways, etc., concreted 

(square feet, 10,489) 55 

Total area concrete laid (square feet) ... 31 , 789 

Floors rat proofed with wire cloth 

Buildings razed 3 

New garbage cans stamped appro%'ed 613 

Nuisances abated i;2 

OPEHATIONS ON THE WATEB FEONT. 

Vessels inspected for rat guards 27 

Reinspections made on vessels 23 

New rat guards procured 10 

retective rat guards repaired i 

Vessel on whicli cargo was inspected 1 



Amounc of cargo and description of same. 


Condition. 


Rat evi- 
dence. 


Steamer President from Seattle: 


O.K. 
O.K. 




600 sacks flour, fertilizer, and oats . 









Eats trapped on wharves and water front ... 41 

Eats trapped on vessels 20 

Traps set on wharves and water front 177 

Traps set on vessels 65 

Vessels trapped on 10 

Poisons placed on water front (pieces) 1, 800 

Poisons placed within Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition grounds (pieces) 7,200 

Bait used on water front and vessels. Bap on 

(poimds) 6 

Amount of bread used in poisoning water 

front (loaves) 6 

Poimds of poison used on water front 3 

EATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOK PLAGUE. 

Collected 337 

Examined 245 

Found infected None. 

KAT3 IDENTIFIED. 

Mus norvegicus 152 

Mus alexandrinus 40 

Mus muscuius 73 

Musrattus 72 

Squikeels Collected ant) Examined foe 
Plague. 

Contra Costa County 954 

San Benito County 350 

Monterey County 258 



Sqxjireels Collected and E.vamined foe 
Plague— Continued. 



Alameda County . . , 
Stanislaus County. 



33 

19 

Total 1,614 

Eanches Inspected and Hunted Ovek. 



Contra Costa County . 

Alameda Coimty 

San Benito County. . . 

Monterey County 

Stanislaus County 



Total.. 



83 
6 
43 
19 
2 

153 



Plague-Infected Squiebels. 
Contra Costa Coimty: 

Shot July 31, 1915, Alexander Eanch, 6 miles 

northwest of Lafayette, 2 squirrels; J. Silva 

Eanch, 4J miles northwest of Lafayette, 1 

squirrel. 
Shot August 5, 19IS, J. Domingo Ranch, 7 

miles southwest of Lafayette, 1 squirrel, sec. 

14,T. 1S.,E.3W. 
San Benito County: 

Found dead July 12, 1915, Abrams and Brandt 

ranch, 8 miles southwest of Llanada, sec. 

31, T. 16 S., E. 11 E., 1 squirrel. 
Shot July 26, 1915, Abrams and Brandt ranch, 

9 miles southwest of Llanada, sec. 5, T. 17 S., 

E. 11 E., 1 squirrel. 
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Record of plague infection. 
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Places in California. 



Date of last 

case of liuman 

plague. 



Date of last 

ease of rat 

plague. 



Date of last 
case of squir- 
rel plague. 



Total number ro- 
dents found in- 
fected since May, 
1907. 



Cities: 

San Francisco 

Oakland 

Berkelsy 

Los AngcIeSi 

Counties: 

Alameda (exclusive of Oakland 
and Berkeley). 

Contra Costa 

Fresno 

Merced 

Monterey 

San Bontto 

San, Joaquin 

Ban Luis Obispo 

Santa Clara 

Santa Cruz 

Stanislaus 



Jan. 30,1908 

Aug. 9, 1911 

Aug. 28,1907 

Aug. 11,1908 

Sept. 24, 1909 

July 13,1915 
(0 

^^ 

June 4, 1913 

Sept. 18 1911 

None. 

Aug 31,1910 

C) 

(>) 



Oct. 23,1908 
Dec. 1, 1908 

«■ 

(') 

Oct. 17,19092 

W 
P) 
W 
O 
(I) 
(') 
(0 
(■) 



') 

(1) 

(') 

Aug. 21,1908 

July 12,1915 



Aug. 
Oct. 
July 
Apr. 
July 
Aug. 
Jan. 
Tuly 
May 
June 



5, 1915 
27, 1911 
12, 1911 
10> 1914 
20,1916 
20,1911 
29, 1910 
23,1913 
17, 1910 

2, 1911 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 

1 squirrel. 

287 squirrels, 1 

wood rat. 
1,577 squirrels. 
1 squin-el. 
5 squirrels. 
C squirrels. 
49 squirrels. 
18 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 
25 squirrels. 
3 squirrels. 
13 squirrels. 



1 None. 



2 Wood rat. 



The work is being carried on in the following-namod counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Stanislaus, San Benito, and Monterey. 

LOUISIANA— NEW ORLEANS— PLAGUE ERADICATION. 

The following report of plague-eradication work at New Orleans 
for the week ended August 28, 1915, was received from Passed Asst. 
Surg. Simpson, of the United States Pubhc Health Service, in tem- 
porary charge of the work: 



OUTQOING QUAEANTOTE. 

Vessels fumigated with sulphur 11 

Vessels fumigated with carbon monoxide. . . 16 

Vessels fumigated witli hydrocyanic gas — 1 

Pounds of sulphur used 3, 413 

Founds of coke consumed in carbon-monox- 
ide fumigation 25, 200 

Pounds of potassium cyanide used in hydro- 
cyanic-gas fumigation 102 

Pounds of sodium carbonate used in hydro- 
cyanic-gas fumigation 120 

Pounds of sulphuric acid used in hydrocy- 
anic-gas fumigation 104 

Clean bills of health issued 39 

Foul bills of health issued 

FIELD orEKATIONS. 

Rats trapped 5, 801 

Premises inspected 11, 027 

Notices served ,.---, 3,527 

Number of garbage cans installed 491 

nUlLMNGS EAT PKOOFED. 

By elevation 160 

By marginal concrete wall 223 



EurLMNGS EAT PEOOFED— continued. 

By concrete floor and wall 282 

By minor repairs 336 

Total buildings rat proofed 1, 004 

Square yards of concrete laid 18, 278 

Lots and sheds, planking removed 132 

Buildings demolished 98 

Totalbuildings rat proofed to date (abated). 96,050 

LABOEATOEY OPEEATIONS. 

Bodents received by species; 

Mus rattus 101 

Mus norvegious 1, 428 

Mus alexandrinus 125 

Musrausculus 4,063 

Muskrats 11 

Wood rats 51 

Putrid (included in enumeration of 

species) 123 

Total rodents received at laboratory... 5,779 

Rodents examined 1 , 843 

Number of suspicious rats 3 

Plague rats conflrmed 1 
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Plague rati. 



Case 

No. 


Address. 


Captured. 


Diagnosis 
confirmed. 


Treatment of premises. 


248 


No. 2503 Howard Street 


Aug. 17,1915 


Aug. 25,1915 


Intensive trapping. Summary de- 
struction of rat harborage; spray- 
ing of premises with pulicide. Eat 
proofing in neighborhood expe- 



Suspicious human cases examined 1 

Number of human plague cases None. 

Last case of human plague, Oct. 4, 1914. 
Last case of rodent plague, Aug. 25, 1915. 
Total number of rodents captured to Aug. 

28 424,878 

Total number of rodents examined to Aug. 

28 280,864 



Total cases of rodent plague to Aug. 28 by 
species: 

Musmuscnlus 4 

Musrattus 16 

Mus alexandrinus 8 

Mus norvegicus 220 



Total rodent eases to Aug. 28, 1915. . 



248 



WASHINGTON— SEATTLE-PLAGUE ERADICATION. 

The following report of plague-eradication work at Seattle for the 
week ended August 21, 1915, was received from Surg. Lloyd, of the 
United States Public Health Service, in charge of the work: 



EAT PEOOFING. 



17 



New buildings inspected 

New buildings reinspected 

Basements concreted, new buildings (square 

feet, 12,380) 

riocrs concreted, new buildings (square feet, 

24,430) 3 

Yards, etc., concreted, new structures (square 

teet,l,732) ^ 

Total concrete laid, new structures, square 

feet 38,542 



New premises rat proofed, concrete 

Old building inspected 

Premises otherwise rat proofed, old building 

Openings screened, old buildings 

Eat holes cemented, old buildings 

Doors rat proofed, old buildmg 

Wire screening used, square feet 

Building razed 

LABORATORY AND RODENT OPERATIONS. 

Dead rodents received 



28 



Rodents trapped and killed 242 

Total 270 

Rodents examined for plague infection 216 

Rodents proven plague infected None. 

Poison distributed, pounds 13 

Bodies examined for plague infection 3 



CLASSIFICATION OF RODENTS. 



Musrattus 

Mus alexandrinus. 



CLASSIFICATION OF RODENTS— Continued. 



Mus norvegicus . 
Musmuseulus... 



■WATER FRONT. 



Vessels inspected and histories recorded . . 

New rat guards installed 

Defective rat guards repaired 

Port sanitary statements issued.. 



155 
28 



10 
4 

1 
69 



The usual day and night patrol was maintained 
to enforce rat guarding and fending. 

MISCELLANEOUS WORK. 

Rat>prooflng notices sent to contractors, new 

buildings 20 

Letters sent in re rat complaints 10 



RODENTS EXAMINED IN EVERETT. 



Mus norvegicus trapped 

Mus norvegicus found dead., 
Mus musculus trapped 



46 
4 

1 



Total.. 



61 



Rodents examined for plague infection 48 

Rodents proven plague infected None. 



EAT-PKOOFING OPERATIONS IN EVERETT. 



New buildings inspected 

New buildings, concrete foundations.. 
New buildings elevated 18 inches 
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HAWAH— PLAGUE PREVENTION. 

The following reports of plague-prevention work in Hawaii were 

received from Surg. Trotter, of the United States Public Health 

Service: 

Honolulu. 

WEEK ENDED AUG. 14, 1915. 



Total rats and mongoose taken 343 

Eats trapped 336 

Mongoose trapped , 5 

Rats found dead (mus alexandrinus).... 1 

Eats killed by sulphur dioxide 1 

E-xamined microscopically 299 

Showing plague infection None. 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 183 

Musmusculus 69 

Mus norvegicus 71 

Musrattus 13 



Classification of rats killed by sulphur dioxide: 

Mus rattus 1 

Average number of traps set daily 984 

Cost per rat destroyed cents.. 21 

Last case rat plague, Aiea, 9 miles from Honolulu, 
Apr. 12, 1910. 

Last case human plague, Honolulu, July 12, 1910. 

Last case rat plague, Kalopa stable, Paauhau, 
Hawaii, Aug. 29, 1914. 

Last case human plague, Paauhau Landing, 
Hawaii, Aug. 16, 1914. 



Hilo. 



WEEK ENDED JULY 31, 1915. 



Eats and mongoose taken 2,017 

Rats trapped 1,995 

Mongoose taken 22 

Eats and mongoose examined macroscopi- 

cally 2,017 

Eats and mongoose plague infected None. 



Classification of rats trapped and found dead: 

Mus norvegicus 409 

Mus alexandrinus 266 

Mus rattus 564 

Mus musculus 696 

Last case of rat plague, Paauhau Sugar Co., 
Aug. 29, 1914. 

Last case of human plague, Paauhau Sugar Co,. 
Aug. 16, 1914. 

PORTO RICO— PLAGUE PREVENTION. 

The following table shows the number of rats and mice examined 
in Porto Rico for plague infection during the two weeks ended 
August 20, 1915. No plague infection was found. 



Place. 


Rats. 


Mice. 


San Juan 


310 
120 
212 


22 


Puerta de Tierra 


g 


Santurce 


11 







186 



